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alternatives which confronted Jay; but he used it
with convincing emphasis. When it came before the
Senate, both sides had gathered every available
supporter, and the vote showed only a majority of
one in its favor. Still, it passed. But that did not
satisfy its pertinacious enemies* Neither were they
restrained by the President's proclamation. The
Constitution assigned the duty of negotiating and
ratifying treaties to the President and Senate; but
to the perfervid Anti-Britishers the Constitution
was no more than an old cobweb to be brushed away
at pleasure. The Jay Treaty could not be put into
effect without money for expenses; all bills involving
money must pass the House of Representatives;
therefore, the House would actually control the oper-
ation of the Treaty.

The House at this time was Republican by a marked
majority. In March, 1796, the President laid the
matter before the House. In a twinkling the flood-
gates of speechifying burst open; the debates touched
every aspect of the question. James Madison, the
wise supporter of Washington and Hamilton in
earlier days and the fellow worker on "The Federal-
ist,"-.led the Democrats in their furious attacks.
He was ably seconded by Albert Gallatin, the high-
minded young Swiss doctrinaire from Geneva, a
terrible man, in whose head principles became two-e to Edmund Randolph,Mount Veraon, June 25, 1794. him to explain.eminded the obstrep-
